
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SBHA's Inaugural Trial Hosted by Tallapoosa Field Trial Club 
 

The Southern Bird Hunters Association was introduced to the field trial world in 
grand fashion with its inaugural running held by the Tallapoosa Field Trial Club on 
March 14

th
 and 15

th
 at Bear Creek Farms in Carrollton, GA owned by Marty and 

Linda Robinson. The Tallapoosa Field Trial Club is in its 60
th
 year of existence and 

if the club has learned one thing during these years it’s how to put on a memorable 
field trial and how to protect the virtues and legacies of this great sport. This is also 
why the Southern Bird Hunters Association was formed. 
 
The question has been asked by a few, why start a new organization at this point 
when the sport seems to be in decline? My answer is why not. Why not 
reinvigorate all the good things that are field trialing. Why not bring people together 
to enjoy the time-tested aspects and build on such a wonderful legacy? Why not 
understand that left alone to take a natural course of decay and decline, we can 
understand the natural cycle of organizations and decide to be just the group to not 
accept the normal cycle but we can be a group to say to the world; you want to 
enjoy the great outdoors? You want to be part of a group who will keep focus on 
true sportsmanship, community fairness and fun? 

 

SBHA Apparel Now Available 
 

With the inception of the SBHA; soon came the idea of producing top quality 
SBHA apparel to promote the most exciting movement in field trials in the past 

fifty years.  SBHA will offer many promotional 
items such as; several styles of caps, 
multiple colors of long sleeve t-shirts, 
field trial jackets, vehicle tags, key 
chains and other usable items.  We are 
in the process of designing a store-front 
website with all SBHA apparel items.  
Many items may be reviewed at our 

SBHA Apparel Facebook page.  For 
immediate orders, please contact any one of the following: Marty 

Robinson @ 770-862-6568, Daryl Thomas Jr. @ 229-255-9347, or Bruce Mercer 
@ 470-345-6369. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates To Remember.... 

   SBHA's On Point  Newsletter 

On Point Headlines 
 

 Tallapoosa FTC Draws Record 
Entries at SBHA's Inaugural Trial 

 

 SBHA Mission Statement 
 

 The "Whoa Board Platform" 
 

 Palmetto Quail Club Profile 
 

 Historical Elhew Pointers 
 

 SBHA Annual Business Meeting 
 
 

AFTCA Region 16 Walking CH 
Cedartown. GA 
Feb. 5-7, 2021 

AFTCA National Walking CH 
Pamplico, SC  
Dec. XX, 2020 

SBHA Futurity, Puppy Classis 
& Open Invitational Classic 
Pamplico, SC 
Dec. XX, 2021 

Keya Paha Bird Dog Club 
Mills, NE 
Aug. 28, 2020 

SBHA National Open Classic 
xxxxx 
xxx XX, 2021 

National Amateur Shooting Dog 
Classic 
Glenwood, GA 
Date: TBD 

SBHA Futurity, SBHA Puppy 
Classic & Open Shooting Dog 
Classic 
Pamplico, SC 
Jan 19-24, 2021 

National Open Shooting Dog 
Classic 
Pamplico, SC 
Date: TBD 

AFTCA National Walking CH 
Pamplico, SC 
Dec. 10-13, 2020 
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Southern Bird Hunters Association - Executive Board 
Marty Robinson - President; C) 770-862-6568 Email: mrobinson@whbass.com 

Warren Parrott - Vice President; C) 843-598-1962  Email: WarrenParrott@yahoo.com 

Daryl Thomas Jr. - Vice President; C) 229-255-9347  Email: DarylThomas87@gmail.com 

Justin Crook - Vice President; C) 417-592-3576  Email: www.Crooks5403@gmail.com 

CW "Bud" Moore - Vice President; C) 620-750-0361  Email: cwbudmoore@gmail.com  

Bruce Mercer -Secretary; C) 470-345-6369  Email: MercerBruce@hotmail.com 

Georgie Casey -Treasurer; C) 618-638-2952  Email: CaseyRockHollow@aol.com 

Bruce Mercer -Futurity Director; C) 470-345-6369  Email: MercerBruce@hotmail.com 

Brian Casey -Futurity Director; C) 618-638-2996 Email: CaseyRockHollow@aol.com 
 

mailto:mrobinson@whbass.com
mailto:WarrenParrott@yahoo.com
mailto:DarylThomas87@gmail.com
http://www.crooks5403@gmail.com/
mailto:MercerBruce@hotmail.com
mailto:CaseyRockHollow@aol.com
mailto:MercerBruce@hotmail.com
mailto:CaseyRockHollow@aol.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SBHA's Inaugural Trial - continued 
 

You want to not accept the status quo and be a member of a dynamic group that 
puts professionalism over politics, clean competition over cancerous complaining, 
and being part of the solution rather than part of the problem? That’s what 
Southern Bird Hunters is all about. We would love to have you join us! 
 
As with all trials, the success is much determined long before the day of the trial. 
Much planning had gone into place weeks before our trial and the effort was 
richly rewarded with entries having to be capped at 72 for this two-day event. The 
Tallapoosa Club has been working together for many years and the trial as 
always ran like clockwork. Birds were out early, the tractor pulling the gallery 
wagon was at the start well before daylight, coffee and hot biscuits awaited early 
arrivals in the clubhouse, horses were saddled, dog wagons warmed up and next 
thing you know, the trial had begun. The Judging was a tag-team effort but was 
never lacking in knowledge and attentiveness. The Open Puppy stake was 
judged by Father and Son team, Bruce and Kolby Mercer. One of our scheduled 
judges had a health emergency in the family and had to withdraw but as Fate 
would have it, Joe and Tricia Rentz, who thought they were coming to ride for a 
while as Tricia tried out a beautiful new colt, were surprised immediately when 
Joe was asked to ―saddle up and let’s go to work‖. Joe along with Bruce Mercer 
judged the Amateur Derby. The Amateur Shooting Dog stake was judged by 
myself and Terry Amberson and the two Open Stakes (Derby and Shooting Dog) 
were judged by Daryl Thomas Jr. and Chelsie Conroy. There’s no way to 
adequately thank our judges for their dedication and willingness to share their 
time. 
 
Our trial saw dogs come in from five states with many miles traveled and we can 
never thank our supporters enough. I have to be one of the most blessed men 
alive to have such support from my entire family who come and give of their time 
and efforts every time we host to be sure each guest is made to feel welcome 
and every need is met. We want to congratulate each of our winners as there 
were some very competitive stakes and some very good performances rendered. 
We want to thank everyone who came and supported the trial in any way. As we 
revitalize the vision of clean, wholesome competition and sportsmanship, I want 
to invite every bird dog enthusiast along with anyone who just loves being in the 
great outdoors from all over this great nation to come be a part. It’s so refreshing 
to see the smiles and hear the unique sounds of a field trial done right! 
 
 

Marty Robinson 
President 
Southern Bird Hunters Association 
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SBHA Mission Statement 
 

It is the mission of the Southern Bird 

Hunters Association to fully embrace and 

enhance all that is good in the sport of 

Birddog field trials! 

  

Field trials have been in existence for 

over 145 years in the United States and 

our desire is to allow future generations 

to experience the joy and passion of such 

a time-honored legacy and tradition. The 

legacy we wish to provide is for everyone 

to have the opportunity for the following: 

 

• The appreciation and protection of 

habitat of the game birds of North 

America. Our hope is that for generations 

to come, any person with the desire, can 

come to love and appreciate the 

ecological circle that allows for game 

birds and field trials to be a reality. 

 

• The appreciation of the special 

relationship formed between a man and 

his hunting companion. Understanding 

the unity of a partnership in which both 

parties have invested countless hours in 

order to exhibit flawless communication 

afield while pursuing North American 

game birds. 

 

• The beauty and integrity of true 

sportsmanship. The honesty of a 

welcoming smile and a firm handshake. 

The ability, as a group, to see a bigger 

picture than chasing notoriety, trophies or 

a cash purse. A group of people who 

want the finer things in life such as 

friendship, sportsmanship and something 

bigger than themselves 

  

This is Southern Bird Hunters 

Association. We would love to have you 

be a part of this movement. 



 

 
 

SBHA Futurity 
 

SBHA Futurity Directors, Bruce Mercer 
and Brian Casey wish to express our 
gratitude for those who have supported 
us hosting Futurity's and Puppy Classic's.   
 

For puppy's who were born during 2019 
that were previously litter nominated with 
NBHA, we will forgo the late fee when 
these litters are nominated with SBHA.   
 

For litters who were not previously litter 
nominated, the nomination fees will 
remain per the SBHA  Litter Nomination 
forms. 
 

In order to become eligible to participate 
in the SBHA Futurity or Puppy Classic, 
dogs must be from nominated litters.  
Please contact Bruce Mercer at 470-345-
6369 to assist with proper Litter 
Enrollment forms and payment. 
 

The Futurity will be held at Palmetto Quail 
Farm in Pamplico, SC, manicured 
grounds owned by Rodney Poston.   
 

The trial is scheduled for January 19-24, 
2020 and will offer SBHA Futurity, SBHA 
Puppy Classic and SBHA Open Shooting 
Dog Classic.  The Shooting Dog Classic 
will accept all dogs with an American 
Field Open Derby or Open Shooting Dog 
placement. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome,  I hope you enjoy the first edition of the SBHA 
newsletter. I want to extend many thanks to everyone 
who has supported the SBHA in any way. We have 
come a long distance within the matter of only a few 
months to build an organization that we all can be proud 
of. As you know, our mission is to return the focus of 
field trialing to all the good and wholesome components 
and create the very best field trial environment that can 

be found. As with many of you, some of my fondest memories have circulated 
from the sport of field trialing and all the wonderful people I’ve met. It will always 
be the focus of Southern Bird Hunters Association to provide the events and 
environment which will generate special memories for many people and for 
years to come.  

 
The SBHA continues to be the forbearer and explorer of ways to invigorate our 
sport. When you think about how long its been since there has been meaningful 
change within the sport, you just don’t find much. That’s changing and will 
continue to change as we look into this great sport, reach through the cobwebs 
for anything that has grown stale and find ways to renew and rejuvenate such 
things. The tradition and legacy of field trials must live on and must find ways to 
meet the future head on while attracting new people to join in the fun. 

 
I have been asked by a few folks, ―why start another organization‖? My answer 
is ―Why-Not‖! We can all see the results of the status-quo and this is no time for 
any of us to be comfortable and continue to do the same things year after year 
and expect a different result related to promoting greater interest in our beloved 
sport. There’s so much for our organization to already be excited about and we 
are only just getting started. The fact that we will host both walking and 
horseback events, we will have Female ―Handler of the Year‖ awards, we will 
host seminars with some of the greatest personalities in the sport, etc………… 

 
To those who think our establishment of SBHA was unreasonable, I leave you 
with a quote from George Bernard Shaw – ―Reasonable men adapt themselves 
to their environment; unreasonable men try to adapt their environment to 
themselves. Thus all progress is the result of the efforts of unreasonable men.‖ 

 
The field trail sport needs the efforts of some unreasonable men and women. 
There is so much to do to continue to provide the youth of tomorrow with the 
opportunities of enjoying the great pleasure of cruising fields with a class bird 
dog in search of game birds. 

 
The 2020 – 2021 field trial season will be one of the most anticipated seasons in 
many years. Coming off the heels of the Covid-19 pandemic which cut the prior 
year short. We, as part of SBHA have such a bright future. Let’s all enjoy the 
ride together. 

 
Sincerely, 

Visit SBHA Website for Exciting And Up To Date Information Concerning SBHA Walking & SBHA Horseback Field Trials 

www.SouthernBirdHunters.org 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo of the Quarter 
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Support 

Horseback 

Field Trials 
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Individual SBHA Membership - $25/ Year 
SBHA Club Membership - $100/Year 

Non-Competitive Individual SBHA Membership - $15/Year 
Visit: www.SouthernBirdHunters.org 

or Contact Bruce Mercer for Forms 

Email: mercerbruce@hotmail.com or 470-345-6369 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS 

             By Danny Bardwell 
 

Change is inevitable, necessary, and conducive to fruitful growth. Good things, even 
great things need pruning, cultivating, and change.   We’re no different in this game 
of bird dogs and field trialing.  So now, as a group of men feel it necessary, for 
whatever reason, to embark on this journey called SBHA, I’d like to reflect on a 
similar group, on a similar journey, and how from humble beginnings greatness was 
achieved.  

 
In 1976 I bought a yearling pup from a local bird hunter. He presented me with a green 
sheet of paper and directions on how to submit it to The American Field. I nodded as if 
I knew exactly what he was talking about, but I didn’t.  I learned quickly that the Field 
was a breed registry and that it published a weekly magazine full of good accounts of 
bird dogs. I was hooked. I went to the first trial within driving distance, Valdosta, 
Georgia.  After that one, I entered in a Lake Charles, Louisiana trial. I meet some 
great folks and saw some great dog work.  I returned home with a vision of starting a 
field trial club locally.  

 
I contacted several bird hunters in the area, and after a series of meetings, we were 
group, but we all had a commonality, the love of bird dogs.  We didn’t hold a trial that 
year, but instead attended nearby club trials and began a successful journey. During 
the years to come Louis Robertson would strike first with his great dog, White Oak, to 
two Runner-Up Championships.  Bobby Lane with Lane’s Miller Lite, and Lane’s 
Crude Dude, were in the Championship circle 7 times, with Crude Dude winning the 
All- American All  Age Championship.  Paul Holloway’s Levi Britches became a two 
time champion.  Miss Ten placed in the club’s puppy stakes and later won the 
Southwestern Championship on the all age circuit. Lee Willie and Mike Easy Mark 
the year.  Rich Rodriguez and Henry Truxcillo came up from Cajun country to our 
trials many times while on their journey to setting record breaking marks on a national 
level. I’m leaving out many names of both owners and dogs, but the point is made.  
From humble beginnings success was found.  

 
There was one however who was very reluctant to join our ranks, and when he did, 
his dubious concerns were proven correct.  The entrenched bird hunter, who I had 
purchased my pup from, taught me plenty about dogs, and birds. We ran our dogs 
together that first summer. He had a dog named Speck who was an exceptional wild 
bird dog. We’d turn out Speck to find coveys of quail. We would flush them, and then  
 
turn out the young pups like mine to find the singles. Speck never failed to find birds. 
If he was ―lost‖, he was on point. His style was impeccable.  With head held high, and 
tail poker straight, Speck ruled the day. He was such an outstanding dog, a natural 
retriever and steady to shot in every case.  

 
While we ran dogs I rambled on about wanting to go to a field trial  and questioned 
this and that. But,  to a time, I never got an encouraging response.  ―They’re outlaws, 
the dogs and handlers,‖ he’d say. He had spent a summer in the Dakotas with a 
trainer (who I won’t name here)and had a bad experience.   
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To Order, Contact 
Daryl Thomas 
229-255-9347 

darylthomas87@gmail.com 

SBHA Apparel 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I implored him to come with me to Valdosta for my first trial.  He laughed, ―nope, 
you’ll see.‖  I wasn’t in a position to argue the point, after all he was showing me the 
best bird dog I’d ever been around. 
 
I made a few trials that fall and in the spring of ’77, and was fortunate enough to 
place my derby.  I gave all the credit to my mentor.  I credited him at the trials, though 
he wasn’t there, and I credited him to his face.  He finally acknowledged that the new 
walking trials springing up may be different.  Running in trials at that time meant 
shooting the birds and retrieving.  He liked that.  We worked dogs again together 
during the summer of ’77, with Speck forging the way.  It was a good summer.  I was 
gearing up for an early November trial that would kick off our circuit’s season.  He 
was gearing up for bird season.   Our work continued into early fall. During one 
particular outstanding outing for Speck, out of nowhere, my reluctant buddy 
announced that he may go with me to the South Mississippi Bird Hunter’s Association 
inaugural trial.  I was pleasantly astounded.  We continued  fine tuning the dogs and I 
awaited the day. 
  
When trial day arrived, my bitch, Whistling Dixie Queen, drew in the first brace of 
shooting dogs.  She put on a bird finding display, carding eight finds and retrieves in 
her allotted thirty minutes.  I was pleased to say the least.  The shooting dog stake 
had thirty dogs and they all came to win.  Speck drew a brace  following lunch.  The 
temperature was in the mid to high eighties, and November that year was notoriously 
dry.   Speck, I’ll never forget, ran a big knowing race, always to the front.  He was his 
usual stylish self on five finds and retrieved each downed bird flawlessly.  He had 
won in my book.  As a matter of fact, I believed I had seen several dogs that day that 
eclipsed my dog’s performance.  I was a complete novice as you’ll shortly see. 
 
It was nearly dusk dark when the running ended and we all gathered to hear the 
winners  announced.  ―Third place……Speck……….‖ We all applauded and I was 
sooo happy to see the tide turning for my good friend and mentor.   ―Second 
place…….Elhew Atlanta……‖ She was a stout stylish pointer that stayed in the 
winner’s circle for years to come.  ―Firstplace……Queen……Queen ….Queen…‖  
They had to announce it several times.  Her call name was Dixie, not Queen. I had 
never called  her Queen and whoever wrote the names in the judge’s books 
shortened her name to it’s last portion.  It was several minutes before anyone 
including me realized what dog it was.  The judges got involved and said, ―that boy in 
the first brace, with the little bitch.‖  I was ecstatic and received congratulations from 
everyone including my mentor.  My training partner was truly was happy for me.  We 
made the two hour drive home and discussed the running.  We both knew Speck was 
the better of our two dogs and I was beginning to realize some of the things he didn’t 
like about trials.  The chief of which is the best dog doesn’t win every time.  Speck 
surely wasn’t a third place dog.  Whether that soured him or not I never knew, but he 
didn’t make any more trials that year.  He hunted and enjoyed his dogs by himself 
most of the time.   
 
I had fully made the change and only hunted in earnest a few more times.  The 
Winterhawk gang had changed also.  Birds were getting scarce and our old hunting 

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS - Cont. 
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grounds were becoming subdivisions.  We all changed and were enjoying it, and 
being quiet successful at it.  Our group was growing.  Steve Boyette, John Holland, 
Pete Stafford were running dogs from the likes of Great Notion, Rex’s Cherokee 
Jake, and Tomoka. Harry McKneely was campaigning a whirl wind Brittany along 
with his pointers. He sold an up and coming pointer pup to Freddy Epp and shortly 
thereafter the pup won the Continental Derby Championship!  Our small group, all 
from within a twenty mile radius, was making it’s mark, and a deep one at that, 
amassing an in creditable amount of championships.  Humble beginnings, with great 
successes are achievable.  
 
If this account ended here I think my point has been made. By accepting a change, 
we entered a new endeavor and enjoyed its’ fruits of success.  But the story doesn’t 
end here, it gets better.  My mentor, Ed, slowly made a change too.  He didn’t take 
the same route we did, but he ended up picking the greatest plum of all.  As he 
reluctantly attended more and more of our trials, others began to notice his way with 
dogs.  Owners were able to entice him into the professional ranks, a group he at one 
time so despised.  First with German Shorthairs, training and handling the greatest in 
the history of the breed, Dixieland’s Rusty.  He went on from there to other fertile 
fields. Ed’s ability and talent could not be kept  secret.  He began to take on 
customers with  all-age pointers and compete at the highest level in the land.  In 
February of 1994 he achieved the highest honor in our sport.  From the steps of the 
―big house‖ at Ames Plantation the winner was announced. Ed Husser, my friend and 
mentor, and his great Brush Country Spectre had won it all. 
 
 

 

 

Dog Trainers are Creating ‘Super Puppies’ by Following a Program Developed by the Military 

Trainers are reducing stress on puppies by selectively adding it 
By Brad Fitzpatrick 
 
 
Tom Loy of Tallgrass Gordon Setters sits by the whelping box, 
where a litter of 3-day-old setter puppies navigate their tiny 
universe from behind closed eyes. One by one, Loy lifts the 
puppies from the box and runs them through a series of brief 
exercises. When he is finished, the puppies go back into the box 
and crawl close to their mother. 
 
Those lessons continue for the next 13 days, and while the 
exercises have nothing to do with bird hunting—at least, not 
directly—they effectively teach Loy’s setter puppies how to 
manage stress. Years later, this early training results in dogs that 
are less timid, more social, and better equipped to handle the 
stressful situations that any working dog encounters in the field. 
growling. 

 

POWER HOUSE 

KENNEL 
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS - Cont. 
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English setter puppy Crosby works on basic retrieving 
with a pigeon. Photo by: John Hafner 
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Justin & Ivy Crook 
Japer, MO 

 

Justin's Cell: 417-592-3576 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Super Puppies - cont. 

The program Loy uses (Google ―bio sensor programs‖ for more details) was pioneered by the U.S. military as part of an effort to 
improve the performance of service dogs. Research shows that shortly after birth, puppies and other mammals are particularly 
responsive to stimuli, and that early stimulation can improve overall health. Exposing puppies to stimuli has been shown to 
increase brain function, which boosts overall confidence while reducing stress-linked behaviors such as biting or growling. 
Originally dubbed ―bio-sensor training,‖ these exercises are now known as the Super Puppy program. 

 
From the age of 3 days to 16 days, each puppy in the program is exposed to five stimuli once each day. These include being 
held in head-up, head-down, and supine (on the back) positions; cotton-swab stimulation on the paws; and being laid on a cold 
washcloth. Each phase, which doesn’t inflict pain so much as discomfort, lasts just seconds, and after the training is complete, 
the dogs are returned to their mother.   

 
This program has been shown to improve cardiovascular health, increase adrenal gland function and brain activity, and improve 
a puppy’s resistance to stress and disease. Similar tests on mice and primates have shown identical results. 

 
The Stress-Proof Dog 
Loy is a practitioner in the Super Puppy program, and has started exposing all of his 
puppies to early stimulation. 
 
―I noticed that in every litter, I had a few shy puppies that wanted to hide or weren’t 
socializing,‖ Loy says. ―With the Super Puppy program, I don’t see that nearly as much. 
Timid dogs become bolder and are more social.‖ 
 
As gun dogs mature and begin training, they are exposed to stressors—everything from 
check cords to e-collars and gunshots. By learning to deal with pressure as very young 
pups, Loy’s setters can process field stimulations in stride. They’re generally ready for 
more-advanced training as compared with pups that have not been through the program, 
Loy says. 
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Palmetto Quail Club Spotlight, Pamplico, South Carolina 
 

Nestled among the vast farming community of Pamplico, South Carolina, is a slice of 
heavenly field trial grounds, neatly manicured to perfection to raise and maintain the 
elusive Bob White Quail.  The property as we know it today, has been transformed 
into the Palmetto Quail Club owned by Southern Gentleman Rodney Poston.    

 
Located south of town off Hwy 51 South and East Shirley Rd is now home to one of 
the most diverse field trial grounds in South Carolina, offering the ultimate challenge 
for the competitive bird dog.  Mixed with large fields, long edges, picture perfect 
planted piney woods offers the true hunting companion opportunity to display talents 
by reaching far ahead along field edges, then altering his or her style when entering 
the woods section running the chopped and mowed paths to planted feed strips.  
Seldom can you find training or fiend trial grounds offering a mixture of quail habitat 
within the same course.  A true test of a dogs diverse ability to adapt to multiple 
hunting patterns. 

 
The property as we know it today is a culmination of adjoining properties Mr. Rodney 
assembled over time.  The larger tract was purchased in the 1990's by Mr. Byrnes 
Poston, Rodney's father and was used in tobacco farming, along with other parcels 
the Poston's leased to comply with government farming practices.  Rodney acquired 
the property after the loss of Mr. Byrnes, and begin slowly assembling additional 
adjoining parcels adding the "piece of heaven".   All together, Palmetto Quail Club 
consist of approximately three-hundred twenty acres of pristine quail habitat.  During 
larger field trial events, Mr. Rodney commissions an additional one-hundred acres of 
adjoining property from neighbors to expand field trial courses, allowing one-hour 
horseback stakes.  Feed strips are planted anywhere from sixty feet to ninety feet 
wide to accommodate sufficient cover from predators and amply supply of food 
source.   There is approximately ten acres of grain sorghum and pearl millet mixture 
lacing field edges and wood lines.  

 
Each year Rodney partakes in a pre-release quail program to enhance his property. 
Twenty-five coveys are strategically  scattered over the property with twenty birds per 
covey.  The pre-release program begins early October, with the first two weeks of 
placement allowing the birds to become acquainted with their new surroundings 
without pressure from hunting or training. One primary success in quail habitat is 
consistent feeding the birds every ten to fourteen days.  Rodney states this practice 
has allowed birds greater success and longevity.  In addition to planting feed strips 
each year, Rodney initiates a controlled burn each year or every other year, around 
late March to reduce overgrowth of unwanted trees and brush.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit SBHA Website for Exciting And Up To Date Information Concerning SBHA Walking & SBHA Horseback Field Trials 

www.SouthernBirdHunters.org 

continued on page 11 

Alabama 
State Director: Harold Boyett 
C) 205-269-4188 
 

Alabama Region of SBHA 
Harold Boyett 
C) 205-269-4188 
 

Alabama Region of SBHA 
Ed Cooley 
C) 256-302-2592 
 

Arkansas 
State Director: Ron Russell 
C) 501-626-2422 
 

New Club Being Formed 
Ron Russell 
C) 501-626-2422 
 

 

Florida 
State Director: Jacob Huckabee 

C) 850-826-2356 
 

Sunshine FTC 
Jacob Huckabee 
C) 850-826-2356 
 

Blackwater FTC 
Donnie Dubose 
C) 334-488-1018 

Georgia 
State Director: Daryl Thomas Jr 

C) 229-255-9347 
 

AG Preserve FTC 
Daryl Thomas Jr 
C) 229-255-9347 
 

Cedar Valley FTC 
Bruce Mercer 
C) 470-345-6369 
 

Flint River Bird Hunters FTC 
Lavon King 
C) 678-918-6124 



 

Clubs & State Directors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palmetto Quail Club cont. 
 

Rodney has been contributing  to the field trial 
community since the 1990's by hosting  horseback and 
walking trials on properties he has leased or owned for 
the past fifty years.  Always generous, sharing his 
property for dog training and field trial. Rodney has 
hosted South Carolinas elite Amateur horseback 
stakes, Walking Championships and Futurity over  the 
past several years.  The AFTCA National Walking 
Championship will be held at Palmetto Quail Club 
December 10-13, 2020, as well as several additional 
SBHA National Classic's and SBHA Futurity and Puppy 
Classic. 

 
Mr. Rodney is a rare jewel, allowing field trial 
enthusiasts to partake in using his private property for some of the most prestige field 
trials in the southeast.  He greets each visitor with a smile, always delighted to share 
his "piece of heaven".  
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Georgia 
State Director: Daryl Thomas Jr 

C) 229-255-9347 
 

Tallapoosa FTC 
Marty Robinson 
C) 770-862-6568 
 

West Georgia FTC 
Kevin Berry 
C) 706-836-4747 
 

Illinois 
State Director: Georgie Casey 
C) 618-638-2996 
 

Southern Points FTC 
Georgie Casey 
C) 618-638-2996 
 
 

Kansas 
State Director: Bud Moore 
C) 620-750-0361 
 

New Club Being Formed 
Bud Moore 
C) 620-750-0361 
 
 

Louisiana 
State Director: Danny Bardwell 
C) 504-382-1740 
 

Winterhawk Bird Dog Club 
Danny Bardwell 
C) 504-382-1740 
 
 

Missouri 
State Director: Ivy Crook 
C) 417-388-3705 
 

Southern Missouri FTC 
Ivy Crook 
C) 417-388-3705 
 
 

Whoa Board Platform 

Future articles will cover early development training using the Whoa Board Platform 
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The Values of Summer Camp 
By Justin Crook 
 

Summer camp is extremely important in 
the dog trial world. Many owners anticipate 
sending their dog to Summer Camp for 
multiple reasons; such as handling and 
bird exposure.  Summer Camp also gives 
the trainer an opportunity to evaluate the 
dog potential for field trial exposure or 
hunting purposes. When sending a dog to 
camp, a bond between dog and handler is 
established and the dog learns to avoid 
obstacles since the prairies are so wide 
open. The opportunity for a dog to point a 
larger quantity of wild birds which enables 

young dogs to use their nose properly. In addition, Summer Camp helps young dogs 
gain the experience necessary to hold birds on point, without knocking until the 
handler arrives. Advantages for derby aged dogs comes in the form of fine tuning a 
dog to stand to wing and shot, allowing the dog to be more prepared for the upcoming 
field trial season.  

 
When training on the prairies you have clear visibility to observe dogs at greater 
distances and assess their needs.  Summer Camp offers a verity of terrain options 
and different field options allowing flexibility week after week.  Dogs are exposed to 
other dogs, horses and unfamiliar customers maneuvering in and out of camp during 
the Summer experience.  Choosing to send a young dog to Summer Camp begins the 
initial training stages of greater development; to assure pups are off to a positive first 
step.  
 
Summer Camp offers a verity of weather conditions. The weather is much cooler, 
allowing longer training hours each day. In the evenings, puppies are encouraged to 
run along the road edges where birds are out and gravelling. Dogs not attending 
Summer Camp that reside in warmer weather states are unable to accomplish the 
same training opportunities as those in Summer Camp. 
 
Early development in puppy training derives from a quality Puppy Program. A quality 
Puppy Program allows pups the opportunity for exposure chain-gang stake-outs, 
learning to point and chase pigeons and quail, exposure to gunfire, kennel housing 
and traveling. The puppy program is the stepping stone for early development and 
allows your pup ability to gain more experience during Summer Camp. Take 
advantage of every opportunity available by sending your pup to a quality Puppy 
Program, followed by Summer Camp. 
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Nebraska 
State Director: Justin Crook 
C) 417-592-3576 
 

Kaya Paha Bird Dog Club 
Justin Crook 
C) 417-592-3576 
 
 

North Carolina 
State Director: Cliff Monroe 
C) 704-692-3580 
 

Bar H FTC 
Cliff Monroe 
C) 704-692-3580 
 

Boiling Springs FTC 
Lisa Bingham 
C) 704-692-3430 
 

Decoy Lakes FTC 
Larry Wade 
C) 910-237-2306 

South Carolina 
State Director: Warren Parrott 
C) 843-598-1962 
 

Game Cock FTC 
Warren Parrott 
C) 843-598-1962 
 

Sumter County FTC 
John Everett 
C) 803-968-4151 
 

Cock N Fire FTC 
Allen Johnson 
C) 803-464-5525 
 

Ninety-Six FTC 
Scott Turner 
C) 864-377-4444 
 

Lowcountry FTC 
Lindsey Cuming 
C) 803-707-4523 

Custom Trophy Saddles by The Saddle Guy 
Awarded To 

Overall Horseback Handler of the Year 
Overall Walking Handler of the Year 
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Fond Memories of Robert G. Wehle and Elhew Kennels 
By Edwin Cooley 

 
"It seems that everyone has his own opinion as to what an ideal shooting dog should 
be."  That was Bob Wehle's first sentence in the first chapter, "What is a Good Shooting 
Dog?," of his book Wing and Shot.  Even though the first printing of Wing and Shot was 
September, 1964, we are still debating that very question.  Like you and I, Bob Wehle 
had an opinion.  Unlike some today in many fields of human behavior, Mr. Wehle had 
an "informed opinion."  His opinion of an ideal shooting dog came after many years of 
careful study, observation, and consideration.  I am convinced that his over-riding 
motivation, his focus of life, his "job 1" was to breed and develop a strain of dogs that 
would consistently reproduce predictable characteristics and traits that met "his" 
standards.  Should you and I adopt Mr. Wehle's standards and incorporate his beliefs 
into our modern-day breeding goals?  While some will debate whether Mr. Wehle was a 
great breeder or a great promoter, I won't attempt to answer that question, but I will 
confess that everything I believe about English Pointers today is influenced by my 
relationship with Bob Wehle. 
 
Like many "bird dog people" today I was introduced to bird dogs and bird hunting as a 
teenage boy in the 1960's.  Prior to that I had chased rabbits with my dad, his friends, 
and their packs of Beagles.  Possessing just a touch of teenage independence  
(rebellion), I decided that I needed a bird dog.  The most affordable dog available in my 
price range was an unregistered, gun shy Pointer bitch.  From that humble beginning, I 
was hooked.  My dad saw my enthusiasm for bird dogs and bird hunting, and two years 
later he bought half-interest in a very nice two-year-old Pointer bitch as a high school 
graduation present.  The elderly gentleman who owned the other half never asked to 
hunt her.  I never knew of him hunting again, but every time I saw him in our small 
Alabama town  I would have to give him an update on my hunting successes and the 
dog's accomplishments.  I think it was his way of hunting and enjoying dogs through 
me ----- and that was ok.   

  
My interests in dogs and hunting only intensified through four years of college, a full-
time job, marriage, and the birth of my first child.  In the mid-1970's I decided it was 
time to step-up my game to a registered dog.  As I began to look at the kennel 
advertisements in sporting magazines like Outdoor Life and Field and Stream, I was 
drawn to the Gunsmoke Kennels and Elhew Kennels ads.  Then it happened!  I was 
given a copy of the American Field; game on!  At about the same time I learned of a 
potato farmer about seventy miles north of my home town who bird hunted every day 
with Elhew pointers.  A quick phone call got me an invitation to come hunt.  His dogs 
were by Elhew Long Rifle and Elhew Sampson, and they were orange, white, and blue.  
(All farmers and "dog people" are 
familiar with Blue Lotion.  It's like duct 
tape; it works on anything that's cut, 
scraped, or raw.  Plus, it will leave a 
stain that must wear-off.)  I left that 
hunting trip vowing on my honor to own 
an Elhew dog.  Within six months I had 
saved and "secretly stashed" enough 
money to begin thinking about buying a 
pup from Elhew Kennels in New York.   
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Virginia 
State Director: Chad Wheeler 
C) 540-676-1043 
 

New Club Being Formed 
Chad Wheeler 
C) 540-676-1043 
 
 

Texas 
State Director:  
C)  
 

New Club Being Formed 
Tony Crow 
C) 903-767-2886 
 
 

Individual Membership 

only 

$25 
Per Year 

Membership Includes 

Subscription to SBHA 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Eligible for SBHA 

Handler & Dog of the 

Year Awards 

Eligible for Cash Bonus 

at Participating Trials 

Ability to Print High 

Quality Win Certificates 

Complementary SBHA 

Gift & Vehicle Decal 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

With careful planning and a step-by-step financial roadmap, I wrote a letter to Elhew Kennels, Scottsville, New York to ask about 
planned spring litters of 1978.  In a few days I received a listing of all litters planned for the fall, winter of 1977 and early 1978.  I 
researched every planned breeding; I studied the outcrosses; I paid attention to field trial wins; I tried to determine the degree of 
line-breeding; I anticipated how the bloodlines might intensify the strengths and minimize the weaknesses; and I settled on a 
litter to be whelped early in 1978.  The litter was Elhew Knickerbocker x Elhew Linkabee (Elhew Bobolink x Elhew Jacare --- she 
by Elhew Knickerbocker).  I had enough to pay the required deposit, and I was on-track to have the remainder of the $300 plus 
airline shipping charges by the anticipated weaning date.  My letter requested the following, "I would like a solid white body, dark 
nose, evenly marked head, deep orange female from the Bobolink x Linkabee litter."  Then, in April of 1978 I received a notice 
that my pup would be weaned and ready to ship late-May.  (Remember, these were the Dark Ages; no email or cell phones.  My 
correspondence was with Mr. Wehle's secretary.) By the time she arrived I had almost $400 invested.  I named her Elhew 
Knickolink, and she was a nice, medium range gun dog.  (I have her registration certificate and the Elhew Kennels provided 
pedigree even now.)  I had my first Elhew dog, and I had not yet spoken with or met Mr. Wehle.  That would change in the mid-
1980's. 
 
The early 1980's were characterized by job promotions, income increases, the birth of my second child, and an intensified focus 
on acquiring more Elhew dogs.  I had subscribed to and would watch the American Field for any references to Elhew dogs.  It 
was during this time that I was able to purchase a two-year-old Elhew female from a trainer in Louisiana who said that he had 
worked a young bitch that the owner said was "too much" dog for him.  She was by Elhew Bobolink and out of a direct daughter 
of Elhew Huckleberry and a daughter of Nat. Ch. Red Water Rex. (An Elhew bitch with a double outcross to Nat. Ch. Red Water 
Rex ---- YES!) The man was right; she was too much dog for a foot hunter.  She could fly with a high cracking tail and an out-of-
the-country range.  Her name was Elhew Blossom, and she was a littermate sister to Elhew Raindrop, the dam of Elhew Yellow 
Rail, the dam of Elhew Snakefoot. 

  
I was so impressed with Elhew Blossom's natural class, range, and intense desire to find and point game that I began looking 
for any other females from that same litter.  I was able to locate a female approximately four hours away.  The owner was a 
doctor who had purchased her from Elhew Kennels and sent her to a trainer for one month.  When I spoke with him he indicated 
that the dog was not as broke as he desired and that he did not have the time to more fully develop her.   He indicated that he 
would be willing to trade for a nice, young, broke Elhew Huckster male dog that I owned.  We traded without either of us ever 
seeing the other's dog.  (That is seldom good.) 

 
That female was registered as Elhew Raindrop, and she became an exceptionally nice wild bird dog.  Raindrop was whelped 
October 2, 1978 and was bred to Elhew Brass on February 2, 1986.  I had intended to breed her to Elhew Flint and pay a $500 
stud fee,  but when I arrived at Elhew Kennels in Midway, Alabama Mr. Wehle looked at her and her pedigree and asked me to 
give him a few minutes.  He went into his house and returned a few minutes later and asked me again where I got her.  After 
explaining my trade with the doctor, and giving his name and city, Mr. Wehle said, "I'll make you an offer.  If you will breed to a 
young Guard Rail dog I have, I'll take a stud-fee pup.  His name is Elhew Brass; he is a year old today; he has never been bred; 
and, he is one of the nicest Guard Rail dogs I've seen."  I'll admit that I was somewhat conflicted.  I had never heard of Elhew 
Brass, and I was being asked to breed my best female to a puppy who had never even run in a trial.  After a quick analysis, I 
determined that saving the $500 and taking the breeding advice of Bob Wehle probably was a wise move.  The breeding was 
completed, and the litter was whelped April 3, 1986.  It consisted of one male and four females.   

  
Sometime in June, 1986 I carried the Elhew Brass x Elhew Raindrop litter to Midway, Alabama for Mr. Wehle to select his stud 
fee pup.  With only one male in the litter, I had resigned myself to the potential that Mr. Wehle would select him.  However, after 
a brief look at the litter Mr. Wehle selected a female.  She was registered as Elhew Yellow Rail, and she became the dam of 
Elhew Snakefoot.  After this I bred several other females to dogs at Elhew Kennels, and I never paid a stud fee.  Mr. Wehle was 
always gracious and generous. 
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On one visit to Midway where I was delivering a stud fee pup I was looking at a pen full of Hook's Bounty Hunter pups.  One little 
female was so heavily marked she could pass for a blue tick hound.  Mr. Wehle and I had developed a relationship by that time, 
and I asked him what he was going to do with that heavy-marked pup.  He said, "She is too heavy marked to sell; I'll probably 
just give her to some local hunter.  Do you want her?"  Without hesitation, I said "yes." She was registered as Elhew Bounty 
Blaze and was later bred to Elhew Mr. McGoo.  That breeding produced Elhew Phantom, the sire of many fine gun dogs and 
trial winners. 
 

 I have many other very pleasant memories about Bob 
Wehle and his "compound" at Elhew Kennels in Midway, 
Alabama.  I always enjoyed my visits in his home with 
the "dog trot" through the middle.  I was amazed that he 
would allow a seven-month-old pointer pup to come from 
the kennel into his den where he had beautiful brass 
sculptures and expensive-looking pieces of pottery and 
art.  My invitation to "cross the dog trot" and visit his art 
studio was one of the highlights of my several visits.  The 
tables were filled with clay sculptures of bird dogs, 
hunting scenes, and horses.  Mr. Wehle explained how 
these sculptures would be prepared to make molds that 
would eventually become brass statues.  While I didn't 
understand the process completely I did recognize the 
talent and genius of the man.   

  
Recollection of my visits with Mr. Wehle could not be 
complete without a description of the man.  He was tall, 
slender, and "well-worn."  He had a booming voice and a 
ready smile.  He once told me that he had been heavily 
involved in the breeding and development of Holstein 
cows, and that he had once held the record for milk 
production from a single cow.  This revelation came from 
the many discussions we had relative to line breeding, 
out-crossing, and intensifying desirable traits.  I always 
thought that Mr. Wehle's approach to breeding dogs was 
a combination of art, science, and trial and error.  I know 
that everything he tried did not work.  He once showed 
me a beautiful orange female that he had purchased 
from England.  She had been bred and shown on the 
British bench show circuit.  His goal was to incorporate 
her physical attributes into his breeding program.  
Sometime later I asked him how the British bitch's pups 
had turned-out.  His response was that he did not breed 
her.  "She just didn't have it.  Nothing there but looks." 

  
As I conclude this fond remembrance of my interactions 
with Bob Wehle, I am drawn to a letter written on Elhew 
Kennels stationary dated July 21, 1987.  The letter was to invite me to bring a stud fee pup to Midway later that month so that it 
could be taken to the kennels in Henderson, N.Y.  He also described the planned breeding of Elhew Yellow Rail that would 
result in what he would later tell me was the dog that he "had been looking for all his life!"  Elhew Strike x Elhew Yellow Rail 
produced the great, Elhew Snakefoot.    
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SBHA's Inaugural Business Meeting 
 
The ole cliché "We've Come A Long Way 
Baby" is nothing short of the truth when 
describing the inception of the Southern 
Bird Hunters Association by a small group 
of field trial enthusiast looking for a change 
for the better.  Each of these individuals on 
the group text were discussing the need 
and desire for change in field trials; to bring 
back family enjoyment and involvement, 
while distancing ourselves from "must win" 
attitudes that cast a gloom at many trials.   
A crave for a new mission and culture to 
improve on this wonderful sport we cherish was inspired by the conversation between 
the group.  What seemed to be a joking suggestion to create a new field trial 
organization with fresh ideas, soon became a more serious statement with a 
responding reply of "I'm not kidding, we can do this".  From that moment forward, we 
were focused, determined and began formulating the necessary conversations to 
become the Southern Bird Hunters Association.  This was February 10, 2020.  The 
very next day at 3:36 PM EST the Southern Bird Hunters Association Inc. was 
submitted for approval. 
 

In the ensuing months, word quickly spread throughout the field trial community of the 
Southern Bird Hunters Association and their ideas to "Make Field Trials Great Again", 
which became the slogan of Southern Bird Hunters Association.  By February 17, 2020, 
we had commitments from twenty-two clubs spanning eleven states wanting to join our 
movement.  We have now expanded to fifteen states and over twenty-five clubs.  
Interest in SBHA continues to grow as we are the only organization offering both 
walking and horseback stakes.  In four mere months we have partnered with the most 
desired companies associated with field trials as National Sponsors.  We can't be more 
excited to partner with Eukanuba, SportDOG, The Saddle Guy, Valu-Pak, Gun Dog 
Supply, Gundog Central and James O'Neal Chrysler Jeep Dodge. Without quality 
sponsors trusting your mission and supporting common values, the financial operations 
of an association is strained. 
 

The inaugural trial of the SBHA was held in Carrollton, Georgia at the home of SBHA 
President Marty Robinson on March 14th and 15th.  The anticipated turnout was so 
well represented that entries had to be turned away and capped at seventy-two dogs.   
This show of support continued yet again in following months as popularity of the SBHA 
increased beyond expectations. 
 

As the planning for the SBHA Business Meeting 
being, it was challenged by the horrific pandemic 
outbreak of Covid-19.  Concerns peaked and 
were regularly addressed to assure a safe 
environment was provided with sufficient hand 
sanitizers and protective masks were made 
available for all participants.  
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The Business Meeting was not intended to be ordinary, it was intended to be extraordinary 
and that it was.  When President Robinson secured the famed breeder and handler Ferrell 
Miller and ally, Chris Peek; the number of anticipated attendees went through the roof, so 
much that RSVP was required to assure sufficient seating and lunch was available.  The 
number of committed participants soared to a count between a sixty-five and seventy, not 
too shabby for the first ever Business Meeting.  The site for the Business Meeting was J L 
Lester WMA in Cedartown Georgia, home of many walking and horseback stakes. 
 
The morning activities began sharply at 8:00 AM with Executive Board members and State 
Director introductions, followed by a warm welcome to all.  President Robinson explained 
the impressive timeline for which the SBHA was formed with transactions leading to today's 
events.  Announcements of National Sponsors were made as their banners, product and 
advertising media filled the room.  Complementary caps, towels, pens and other marketable 
items were provided by Eukanuba and James O'Neal Chrysler Jeep Dodge. Top quality 
leather products were available for auction donated by Kevin Parrish, owner of The Saddle 
Guy and an E-collar was donated by SportDOG as well.  In attendance were club officials 
and field trialer's from both walking and horseback clubs representing numerous states.  A 
predetermined list of many of the largest field trials for next season were selected by club 

officials that would eventually mold next year's major trials.  Smaller club trials will be filled in throughout the year completing 
what is planned to be an action packed season in the making.  Attendees were presented with a copy of the Rules and By-Laws 
which were accepted and adopted.  Lunch was managed by trial veterans Terry Amberson and Lavon King.  They prepared a 
delicious serving of BBQ roast, grilled pork chops, potato salad, baked beans, coleslaw, green beans, and many other 
unbelievable tasty items.   
 
After a filling lunch came the well anticipated seminar by the legend...Mr. Ferrell Miller.  Mr. Miller, with assistance from his wife 
placed numerous paintings around the clubhouse of many of the outstanding dogs he bred and trained throughout the years.  
Mr. Miller then began to share invaluable words of wisdom he gathered from childhood days to current day.  Mr. Miller explained 
being recruited as a basketball player where he attended and played for Western Kentucky University and where many life 
values were developed and instilled into his daily life.  There is no one single man who has accomplished what Ferrell Miller has 
in the world of field trialing.  His knowledge of breeding, puppy selection, puppy development and putting finishing touches on 
adult dogs are simply unmatched.  Not only does Mr. Miller possess the unmatched skills, he is willing to share and explain his 
techniques to other willing listeners.  One of those exceptional listeners is no other than Chris Peek.  Mr. Peek spends as much 
time as possible with Mr. Ferrell, attending summer training camp together and available weekends throughout the year.  Mr. 
Peek demonstrated the technique of teaching a dog to whoa on command and with hand signals.  " The Swing" allows gentle 
pressure to suggest the dog to stand still with minimal pressure which builds confidence quickly.  Several dogs were used in the 
demonstration at various training levels to show the effects of a dog recently introduced to the technique, followed by a dog 
more advanced.  The results were amazing and impressive.  Both Mr. 
Miller and Mr. Peek took time to answer any and all questions that were 
presented as well as photo opportunities.  For many, this was a once in a 
life time opportunity to spend time with such knowledgeable dog men.  I 
must say, no one was disappointed.  
 
Everyone convened in the clubhouse to thank Mr. Miller and Mr. Peek for 
their dedication and commitment to bird dog development and for taking 
time out of their busy schedule to attend the SBHA Business Meeting.  
The planning and implementation of the meeting and seminar was well 
received garnering numerous complementary phone calls and emails 
following the event.  In summary... the SBHA Business Meeting was 
overwhelmingly successful and beneficial, or so we were told. 
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